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UNCANNY FRANCE’S FASTEST PRIME MINISTER HANDOVER AMID NATIONWIDE
PROTESTS S. LEC

WITHIN 7' S. LECORNU TAKES OVER F.BAYROU
Paris, Washington DC, 10.09.2025, 20:16 Time

USPA NEWS - "Today, September 10, 2025, while France is gripped by a nationwide blockade and protests under the banner
"Bloquons Tout, " ("Let's Block Everything") the transition of power between outgoing Prime Minister Frangois Bayrou and his
successor Sébastien Lecornu unfolded in an unprecedentedly brief ceremony lasting only seven minutes at midday in the Hotel
Matignon, a stark contrast between political continuity inside and social upheaval outside.” Sebastien Lecornu, newly appointed Prime
Minister (39 years old) addressing the assembled government officials and staff during the ceremony, underscored the need for
profound change:

"We will need ruptures, not just in form but in substance. | intend to consult all party leaders and union representatives to forge
dialogue and reach compromises for the common good of France, transcending partisan divisions." He closed with a resolute promise:
"There is no impossible path. Together, we will succeed.”

A POWER TRANSFER LIKE NO ETHER: SEVEN MINIYTES CEREMONY, STREETS UPHEAVAL: AN UNPRECEDENTED PRIME
MIJISTERAL HANDOVER IN FRANCE

Today marks a historic brevity and symbolic contrast, as France's swiftest Prime Ministerial handover unfolds amid nationwide unrest.
Indeed

"Today, September 10, 2025, while France is gripped by a nationwide blockade and protests under the banner "Bloquons Tout, "
("Let's Block Everything") the transition of power between outgoing Prime Minister Frangois Bayrou and his successor Sébastien
Lecornu unfolded in an unprecedentedly brief ceremony lasting only seven minutes at midday in the Hotel Matignon, a stark contrast
between political continuity inside and social upheaval outside.”

the transition of power between outgoing French Prime Minister Frangois Bayrou and his successor Sébastien Lecornu took place in
an unprecedentedly brief ceremony lasting only seven minutes at midday in the Hétel Matignon. This marks the shortest handover
since June 2024, following the dissolution of the National Assembly by President Emmanuel Macron.

For comparison, prior transitions since June 2024 lasted significantly longer: Michel Barnier's transfer lasted approximately 20
minutes; Gabriel Attal's took nearly 18 minutes; and Elisabeth Borne’s handover was around 15 minutes. The brevity of this ceremony
symbolized both the urgency and fragility of France's political landscape.

POLITICIAL CALM IN MATIGNON CONSTRAT WITH “BLOQUONS TOUT” PROTEST OUTSIDE What made the moment historic
was its stark contrast with the social unrest playing out simultaneously in the streets of France. On the same day at noon, precisely as
the handover occurred, an estimated 150 protest movements coordinated nationwide to enact the "Bloquons Tout" ("Let's Block
Everything") general strike and demonstrations. The movement, announced as early as July 2025, was ignited primarily by Frangois
Bayrou’s controversial proposition earlier that year to remove pay for two public holidays to save 44 billion euros and balance the 2025
budget by year-end. This fiscal austerity measure sparked widespread dissent and became the rallying cry for opposition movements
seeking to "block the country" in protest.

Inside Matignon, however, the atmosphere was one of composure and even optimism, a highly symbolic counterpoint to the discord
outside. Francois Bayrou, Prime minister defeated in his confidence vote by the National Assmembly acknowledging the challenges
ahead and his short tenure, said as to justify his exit from his nine months in Matignon: "l did everything in my power to help build a
new reality, understanding the complex demands of the French people." He also pledged support to his successor in navigating the
turbulent political waters.

Sebastien Lecornu, newly appointed Prime Minister (39 years old) addressing the assembled government officials and staff during the
ceremony, underscored the need for profound change:
"We will need ruptures, not just in form but in substance. | intend to consult all party leaders and union representatives to forge



dialogue and reach compromises for the common good of France, transcending partisan divisions." He closed with a resolute promise:
"There is no impossible path. Together, we will succeed."

SYMBOLISM & CONTRASTS: SERENITY IN THE MATIGNON PALACE Vs TURMOIL IN THE STREETS

On one hand, the atmosphere at Matignon radiated serenity and cheer, with officials projecting a message of “political stability” to the
nation. On the other, the streets outside were charged with tension as French citizens many peaceful protesters, alongside fringe
elements identified by police as ultra-left groups bent on disruption revealed deep divisions between the government and the people.
The unprecedentedly swift ceremony was designed to signal a reassuring transition and according to observers is intended as a
gesture of appeasement by Macron’s administration

SEBASTIEN LECORNU IS ONE OF MACRON’S MOST LOYAL & ENDURING ALLIES SINCE 2017

Sebastien Lecornu, appointed Prime Minister on September 9, 2025, brings an optimistic and pragmatic approach to France’s
turbulent political landscape. During the power handover, he declared:

"We will need ruptures not just in form but in substance. | intend to consult all party leaders and union representatives to forge dialogue
and reach compromises for the common good of France, transcending partisan divisions." This statement reflects his hallmark
emphasis on dialogue, listening, and compromise, qualities he has honed throughout a continuous ministerial career that began in
2016, the year Emmanuel Macron was first elected President.

Sebsastien Lecornu is widely recognized as one of Macron’s most loyal and enduring allies, having served in every government since
2017. His ministerial portfolio is diverse and extensive:

* Minister for Local Authorities (2018-2020)

* Minister of the Overseas Territories (2020-2022)

* Minister of the Armed Forces and Defense (2022-2025)

Before rising to national prominence, he built local roots as mayor of Vernon, a town in Normandy, demonstrating a close connection to
grassroots politics. Known for his ability to bridge political divides, Sebastien Lecornu combines pragmatism with a conciliatory style
aimed at easing societal tensions while steering institutional stability. His long-standing loyalty to Macron, strategic mindset, and
reputation as a good listener and dialoguer mark him as a prime candidate to lead France through its current challenges.This
handover, while the shortest and perhaps most incongruous in tone, is intended by the Macron administration as a sign of political
stability amid upheaval, representing a delicate balance between governmental authority and civic unrest in a deeply divided
France...To be continued
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